


CONTRARY TO POPULAR 


BELIEF, NOT EVERY AM. 
PROJECT STARTS OFF WITH THE 
SLAUGHTER OF INNOCENTS. 
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AA 1 ALL OF 

Vw I ТНЕМ, ВОВВУ. 
го v Э THE WHOLE 
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E E AT LEAST 
ኤ і WE HAVEN'T 
! ረ FOUND ANY 
SURVIVORS 


IT'S 
BEYOND ME. 
FIRST INDICATIONS Ü 
LOOK LIKE THESE 
ARE ANIMAL 
MAULINGS, BUT, 
YKNOW-- ፊሪ 


THIS IS 
THE LAST OF 
OUR BODY BAGS, 
SHERIFF. رر‎ 
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Ў no, 1 am most 
CERTAINLY NOT 
BaPPH WITH THAT. 






THERE ARE 
SO MANY. 
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ASA VALLEY, шабвтесоп. Код 
POPULATION THIS MORNING: Ñ 
FIVE RUNDRED AND FIFTEEN. ра 


POPULATION NOW: ZERO. 


BELIEVE ME, THIS 
Was NEVER PART 
OF TRE PLAN. 


— 
| "BUT I'LL BE DAMNED IF I | 


CAN FIGURE OUT WHAT THE 
MESSAGE IS, OR WHO IT’S 
INTENDED FOR.” 


== айй 


х 
‘SOMEWHERE IN THE å 


60 INTO 
THE HOUSES. FIND 
MORE BLANKETS 

TO COVER THE 
REST, TIM. 


m N 
ANIMALS DON'T 


WORK TOGETHER 
LIKE THIS TO KILL 
AN ENTIRE TOWN. 
IT JUST DOESN'T 

> HAPPEN. 


AND HERE'S 

AN EVEN STRANGER 

THING: EACH ONE OF 

THESE BODIES HAS BEEN 
MOVED FROM WHERE THEY 
WERE ORIGINALLY KILLED-- 
JN BUT NOT INTO ANY SORT 
OF PATTERN I CAN 
DETERMINE. 


MOVED FROM 
ONE RANDOM 
LOCATION TO ANOTHER. 
THAT MAKES NO SENSE. 
THIS IS MACABRE 


STUFF, BOBBY, WAY THE ØY 


HELL OUTSIDE OF MY ДИ 
EXPERIENCE. 


/ WHEN KILLERS 
PURPOSEFULLY MOVE 
BODIES, IT'S USUALLY 
TO HIDE THEM. LEAVING 
THEM IN THE OPEN LIKE 
THIS IS DIFFERENT. IT'S 
MEANT TO BE SOME 
SORT OF MESSAGE. 


АА 7 

МУФА: 

4 ANN 

М ш 
ه۹ سه‎ С 

BOY! YOU NEEP TO 

FIND TRE KING--AND Сһов 


VA 
N 


THEM HERE, STRAIGHTAWAY! À 


k 
የ00. ዋ ይርዲ Cone! Bene, asal (S 


RUN LIKE 
TRE WIND, BOY 
FASTER TAAN å 


RUN as 
IF YOU WERE 
d RACING 
TAOUGAT 
AIMSELF! 





TAKE YOUR 
CLOTHES/ 


/ AND YOUR 
EMPTIES TOO! 
HENRY KNOWS || 

| IDONT 

۱٨‏ له 
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AND DON'T X, 
ORGET 


F Ч ү 
YOUR SWORD, |) 
А SWEETIE/ ' | =] J 
20 / 
— 9 
"Фе 
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SELFLESS, OFTEN WILD MARTIAL 
BRAVERY MODERATED BY GRACE 
АПР REFINEMENT. 


GS швас ро 
YOU MEAN? NO 
MORE FOOD? NO MORE 
PIGS anD CONS апр Освев 
animals AnP VEGETABLES 
ова victual NATURE ДА 
TO FINISH MY 
REPAST? 


ROM TREN 
сап т Demonstrate Ñ 


I DON'T THINK have I FAILED TREN? 
YOU UNDERSTAND. IT am I TO BE RIDICULED 
WASN'T A CONTEST, | авап amona YOU FINE | Å 

PEOPLE AS a weak | 
\ SLACKBELLY? I'm 
\ ASTONISHED! 
1-- 


TRE ETERNAL 
REALM 15 ONCE MORE 


VOLSTAGG, MOST 
ACCOMPLISHED anD 
CELEBRATED OF SKULL 
5та5вЕВ5! 





TAE 
GJALLARAORN! 
TRE HOSTS OF 





AFTER ALL THIS TIME, AFTER EVERYTHING 
THAT'S HAPPENED, EVEN AFTER I'VE TAKEN 
MY PLACE AMONG THEM, I DON'T Rave 
a SATISFYING ANSWER. 

KI 


KOST EXPECTED FOR 
PROVIDING TRE ላ 
! 


(በ 
RETROSPECT, 
ғапрваг, I MUST | ( 
CONFESS THAT 
makes MORE 


( Wai: 


٧0 


ኒ 








ma @ 
MEAGER REWARD FOR PROVING 27 78! 
MY GASTRONOMIC PROWESS. FT መሙ 


I'm Not avert at [0 መ 
MATTERS OF MORTAL Ë LZ 
Finance, BUT FOURTEEN E ኝ 
NINET Y-NING PIP SEE መመ 
j= 


YOU! 


J VOR OF thE 


ክሬ y 
SLAUGATERED * Rei 


| 
an ENTIRE TOWN 


MOREOVER, IN —1n minGaRD, 11 —CORPSES TO MATCH THE VILLAGE åt 
RE WANTED US [) кав በመ ር POSITIONS IN WAICA FE ሠ 
с ۰ 5 


i A LEFT TRE SLAIN OF 
ሪ FIS FIRST KILL-- 


08۱6113 | М 
f INCIDENT RICA 
Gave US CAUSE 
TO Chain Aim In 
an ase Lona 
Past. 


4 
Г | све WARRIORS THREE. 
TROSE CONFOUNDING 
MEN. THOSE UNLUCKY 
РЕВОЕ5. 


> 
OF COURSE, Pg 
I CANNOT FULLY E 
TELL YOU THEIR 
} STORY, WITHOUT 
Î TELLING SOME 
v OF mine... 





MY NAME IS (OR WAS) HELEN GABLE. SEVERAL YEARS AGO, 
YOUNG AND AMBITIOUS, I WAS ONE OF FOUR A.I.M. AGENTS, 
SERVING ON a SELECT TEAM ON а BOLD MISSION. 


NO 
MOVEMENT YET 
ON MY SCOPES. 
PLACE SEEMS 
DESERTED, 
SKIPPER. 


GET SOME 

DISTANCE BETWEEN 

US AND THE GATE, 

JACK. WE DON'T WANT 
TO BE CAUGHT IN THE å 

IMPLOSION RADIUS ALREADY 

WHEN IT ON IT/ 
CLOSES. ? 


WE'D TRAINED TOGETHER FOR EIGHTEEN MONTHS BEFORE 
LEAVING OUR BRIGHT AND RATIONAL WORLD FOR ONE I'D 
ONLY EVER READ ABOUT IN THE STORYBOOKS.. 


WON'T STAY THE NINE WORLDS ARE 
THAT WAY FOR CHOCK-FULL OF THE COOLEST W 
LONG. MONSTERS IN ANY OF THE 
KNOWN WEIRD STRATA 
COSMOLOGIES. 





WITA OUR apvancep weapons anp 
MODERN MACRINES, WE VENTURED AND THIS 
DON AMONG THE LOW COUNTRIES 18 THE LAND 
OF NIFELREL. WHERE THEY KEEP 
= THE WORST OF 
THEM--THE ONES 
THAT EVEN SCARE 


IT'5 å PLACE OF 
ETERNAL DARKNESS, швеве ( 4 , 
RANCID, POISONOUS WINDS E И 
CARRY TRE CEASELESS 


ን INTERNAL BREATHING 
moan-SonG OF — > SYSTEMS THE ENTIRE 


< TIME WE'RE DOWN 
HERE. JUST LIKE 


ATMOSPHERIC WE PRACTICED. 


READINGS ARE 
OFF THE CHARTS, 
A BOSS, BAD STUFF 
A OUT THERE. 





BEYOND TRE FOUR GIRDLING 
шк рыш ые ደወ 
8 CALLE! L ሃ 
፦ | ELVES DRIVE TRE FETTERED HERE THEY 
DOOMED WITH RODS OF THORNS. 










a LIVE کو‎ 
INFORMATION. BUT IN TAIS 
| CASE WE DID IT FROM A < 
A DISTANCE AND OTHERWISE Lary 

| STEERED CLEAR OF ANYTHING 4 
THAT LOOKED SENTIENT. 



















САМТ TELL 
YET. BUT THERE 
ARE LOTS OF 
THEM, CLOSING 
FAST. 


WE TOOK PICTURES, 
OF COURSE. DESPITE 
TRE BIG GUNS AND OUR 
COLLECTIVE NUT FOR 
WORLD DOMINATION, 
EVERY A.I.M. AGENT 15 
STILL A SCIENTIST 
T HEART. 





WE WEREN'T SO LUCKY 
In AVOIDING SOME OF 
ThE 


MORE BESTIAL 
THINGS THOUGH. 








WE FOUGAT апо ше. 5 
WON. TRE BIGGEST FANGS py 
ARE NO MATCH FOR A 
MARK VII BLASTER 
cannon OPERATED BY 
SOMEONE TRAINED 
TO USE IT. 


STILL DRIVE 

WITH ONLY PB 

ONE WING, | 
JACK? 


BY THE NEXT Day, MEASURED 





ENTIRELY BY OUR SHIP'S CLOCK, نيو‎ ٢ ALE 
WE'D CROSSED THE RIVER вися, FLOWERS WE PICKED, 
WAICH IS FILLED WITH KNIVES IVE CATALOGUED A 


AND CUTTING BLADES. FLEW 
RIGHT OVER THEM. 





FINALLY WE SKIMMED OVER THE 
Vast GULF OF WATER CALLED 
AMSVARTNER TO A SMALL ISLAND 
IN ITS CENTER. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, 

TRE ISLAND вар NO hame. 


mn = 


DOZEN NEW LETHAL 
TOXINS PREVIOUSLY 
UNKNOWN IN 
OUR WORLD. 


CAN'T PILOT. 
















SCIENCE BEATS NATURE EVERY TIME-- | 
EVEN SUPERNATURAL NATURE. SORRY, | 
BUT IT'S TRUE ANP ALWAYS WILL BE. 
DEAL WITH IT. 


TO CONFESS, 
IMA BIT 
OVERWHELMED, 
SKIPPER--IN A 
GOOD WAY. 


EVEN IF WE 
DON’T ACCOMPLISH 
ANYTHING ELSE WITH 
THIS MISSION, THE SPECIMENS 
WE'VE ALREADY COLLECTED 
MAKE OUR TRIP A 
ROUSING SUCCESS. 


SECURE 
THAT NONSENSE, 
GYNT. OUR PRIMARY 
MISSION IS OUR 
ONLY MISSION. 


On ITS FAR Bank IS THE 
FUNTING GROUND OF GARM, 
TRE RAVENOUS WITCF-DOG, 

BLOODY OF BREAST, WAO 
WORRIES AT TRE BONES OF 

TRE DISKONORED DEAD. 





LA í 


AND In THE MIDDLE OF THE 
8 ISLAND, WE FOUND OUR 
ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE--THE 2 
= ant MONSTER OF LEGEND. 
” 


| 





т таре опе вавват и VZ 
my LIFE AND IT TRAPPED 
ME HERE, Chained AND 
STARVING, BUT UNABLE 
TO DIE 45 THE LONG 
6262 PASSED. 


YOU 
TAINK I'M ONE 
со пааеце апр 
вавсев шсв 
SUCH aS 
WERE чои? 
SCIENTISTS 
FROM THE WORLD 
CALLED MIDGARD. WE [— ТИ 
HAVE A PROPOSITION 5 
FOR YOU. A BARGAIN 
TO OFFER. 


ONE DAY, 
I'LL BREAK 
ALL NINE WORLDS 
and Feast On 
EVERYTHING 
In THEM. 
TRUE, THAT'S 
YOUR DESIRE. BUT 
THE LEGEND SAYS IT 
DOESN'T HAPPEN. WHEN 
YOU EVENTUALLY GET 
FREE, YOU'LL ONLY 
KILL ODIN, AND PERISH 
IN THE DOING 
OF IT. 


IF ኝ 
That's TO \ 
BE MY Fate, 

IT WILL BE 
ENOUGH. 


EXCEPT NOW, 
EVEN THAT MUCH 
CAN'T HAPPEN. I HAVE 
BAD NEWS. ODIN 15 DEAD. 
THE RAGNAROK CYCLE 
IS BROKEN. SORRY, 
BUT THERELL BE 
NO VENGEANCE 
FOR YOU. 


I WaS CREATED 
BY GODS OF TRICKERY anp 
DECEIT. THEIR LACK OF HONOR 
py TURNED ME INTO TRE MONSTER I 
am TODAY, WHOSE ONLY DESIRE 
15 TO DESTROY AND DEVOUR. 


FIMBUL WINTER NEVER COMES, 
AND OUR CALCULATIONS INDICATE 
YOU NEVER ESCAPE THAT MAGIC 
INVISIBLE CHAIN THAT HAS 
YOU BOUND НЕКЕ--МОТ 
ON YOUR OWN. 


EXCEPT THAT 7 
YOU CAN MAKE AV 
DEAL WITH US. WEVE 
FOUND A WAY TO BREAK 
YOU FREE. RIGHT 
HERE. RIGHT 
NOW. 


ІМТЕКЕЄ ТЕР? 





IT TOOK YEARS FOR WAAT WE'D 
SET IN MOTION TO COME TO THE 
NOTICE OF TRE ASGARPIANS. 


RIDE OUT, 
VaLOROUS 
company! 


መታ ' 
TRE FRUITS OF 
JECT VALDYR. MIN 
FIS 


ЦЯ 


RIDE OUT, 
VALKYRIES! 
SHIELD 
malpens! 


уаваца! 2365۱١ N 
апр уапієв! 
PRIDE OF 
аѕаавр! 


TRE BEAST 
MUST BE SLAIN 


POWERLESS 
hOSTS! 


THIS 15 
mY FAULT, 
TROR. 





IT Was 
ту DUTY TO 
WATCH EVERYTHING 
THROUGHOUT THE 
NINE WORLDS--ALL 
THAT COULD BE a 
THREAT TO THE 


ALLOWED MYSELF 
TO BE DISTRACTED 
BY EVENTS SINCE 
THE RETURN, PAYING 
Scant ATTENTION TO 
THOSE CREATURES 
anp PLACES I 
TROUGRT OF 
as sare. 


TREN 
Mane UP 
FOR IT. SERVE 
BETTER FROM 
now on. 


name a 
SINGLE ASG ARDIAN 
WAO'S LIVED å PERFECT 
LIFE WITHOUT MISTAKE, 
THEN I MIGHT BE 
TEMPTED TO LISTEN TO 
YOU--ADVISE OUR KING 
IN DEVISING а 
PUNISAMENT. 


FENRIS 
fap Been 
SECURELY BOuND/ A SMALL 
FOR SO LONG | OVERSIGHT, 
FAITHFUL 
ветрам. 


BUT ONE 
WITH TERRIBLE 
CONSEQUENCES. 
I must Pay 


FOR MY 
DERELICTION. 


TS 

7 BUT NO SUCH ፻ 
PERSON EXISTS. 
50 LET TAIS BE 


IF YOU'LL 
an leter? excuse me, 


БОПОВЕР FRIEND, 

I'm REMINDED OF 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
I must 
TEND TO. 





FANDRAL, 
VOLSTAGG, 


ano ROGUN! ДЕ 


REALM WILL NEED 
STEADFAST GUARDIANS 
TO KEEP THE WATCH 
RERE WHILE MOST OF 
OUR WARRIORS ARE 
away. WAY DON'T 
YOU TRREE-- 


TAOR, YOU'RE 
amona OUR 
CLOSEST FRIENDS 
AND a PRINCE OF THE 
REALM, SO KNOW THAT 
what I'M ABOUT TO 
Say 15 зар шсв 
UTMOST RESPECT 
anp Love. 


None BUT THE THREE OF 
US as BETTER CAUSE 
TO BRING FENRIS TO REEL, 
апр NO ONE OF THESE 
MIGHTY HOSTS WILL 
BEAT US TO TAE 
QUARRY. 


YOU LOOK 


I KNOW OF 
no SOFT anp 
COMFORTING Way 
TO Say THIS, 
SO I'LL SIMPLY 
STATE IT 
BLUNTLY. 


BUT, 
TO QUOTE 
TAE REFRESKINGLY 
OPT VERNACULAR OF 
MIDGARD, WAY DON'T 
YOU PUT a SHOE 


IN IT, RIGHT 
now? 


So scanp 
ASIDE, PRINCE, 
anp LET US BE 

ON OUR Way 


OR GET 
READY FOR A 
BRAWL OF EPIC 
SCOPE. 


CONSIDERING 
YOUR PAST 
AISTORY WITH FENRIS, 
and What THE MONSTER 
DID TO THE THREE OF YOU, 
I Can UNDERSTAND IF 
YOU DON'T Want 
TO TAKE ON THIS 
QUEST. 


WELL за, 
FANDRAL! BUT 
I THINK "SOCK" 
15 TRE CORRECT 
IDIOM OF MORTAL 
FOOTWEAR. 





RALF OF 
TRE REALM IS NII 
сарч ON ITS | 
way, SURE TO 
BEAT US TO 
Washington 
THE STATE! 


50 WAY ARE 
YOU LEADING | 
US DEEPER INTO 
TRE CITY, 
FanDRaL? 


I'VE У FENRIS FAS N 
а 5спете PROVEN FImSELF 
TO GIVE US an TOO CUNNING ١ 
ADVANTAGE OVER THE PAST TO BE 
THE OTHERS, — CAUGRT UNAWARES 
VOLUMINOUS A BY BOISTEROUS 
one. , сотрапіє5 оис 


оп а WILD 
AUNT. 


THAT 
7 DOESN'T 
EXPLAIN WAY YOU 
have US SWIMMING 
UPSTREAM, 50 
UNGRACEFULLY 
AGAINST THE 
CURRENT. 


TRE TRAIL 
TO OUR PREY 
DOESN'T BEGIN IN 
MIDGARD. IT BEGINS 
DOWN IN RELA'S PARK REALM, 
WRERE TRE MONSTER WAS 
Chained FOR SO LONG. 
SO THAT'S WHERE 
WE'LL GO. 


50 СБЕП, 
TAKING YET 

ANOTHER LESSON 

FROM THE MORTAL 
WORLD, WE'LL BORROW 

6 OF THEIR FAVORITE DETECTIVE 

ACTIVITIES FROM WORK. 
VULGAR NOVELS and 

TELEVISION PLAYS. 


FIRST, a 
DIVERSION TO 
TRE GREAT Fall 
OF VaLASKIALF, 
швеве ше 
can avall 
OURSELVES 

© 





Г = a 22 4 
“KOGUN 6a5 UNEARTHED THE TRUTA 

OF IT. WITH A FEW CAREFULLY SELECTED 
NORN STONES, PREGNANT WITA VARIOUS 
SORTS OF HELPFUL MAGIC, WE Can 
TAKE SHORTCUTS. 


‘WE CaN REACH THE DARK LANDS 
IN SCANT TIME AND SURVIVE 
TRE MANY DANGERS THERE. 


wara NTT 
YOUR MOUNTS Can BE 
STRENGTHENED TO 


RIVER OF BLAPES. 


У maernrarn, 
MIGRTIEST OF 
ASTOUNDING! STALLIONS, fa: 
NEVER RUN 50 
SWIFTLY! 


DESPITE 
AOW MUCA YOUR 
MUCH-aBUSED 
80826 855 
50 саввч! 


NOTHING 
can GIVE m 
US PAUSE! 


or Ny 


ER 
BEARS US ир аѕ የ 
IT WERE Å SOLID 
FIELD!” 





швас ARE YOU SKULKERS 
DOING DOWN RERE? 
TRESE BLASTED LANDS 
ARE AS FORBIDDING 
0 YOU aS THEY 4 
RE TO US! 1 


TRE Same 
(Я витов5 свас 
4 OBVIOUSLY 





€ ( 
END TIMES 15 да 
FREE! - 


4 OURSELVES IF 
Q W) TRE DESTROYER 
መሪ 15 00056... A 












ГРОМ МАМ/ТНОК 1 
ON SALE NOW 





LOVE AMONGST THE PITS OF HEL! 
12/1/2010 ey رو‎ 
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